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Att8ched to this me rn o ~s the promoti o n m<.lteriala distributed by te<'1.chers 1.11 8 

South- e a t~Yn Tcgio?i. l.occ'),l ariB0ciation, By this me thod, teacher!: invite teachers to 
attend the Blurlenfcld "Anti-NEA/I'ublic Sc hool Lecture " sponsored by the Weste ::' ,; 
Pemwylve.nia Co nittf:e fo r E;{c.e l 1ence i ll Educet~on , Tllrough the alertness .;"ll.d (;on ­
C()l"Ht'J of ..he lO~$.l 11 9SClciation pr<:: sident and Gec,) 'C ge f',(, R811~" UniServ r e p :'c s€ .nLz; ­
tive r I received this material and DuL~equently s ttend e d the lecture in Monroeville 
on Jtd,y 16~ 1%5. 

"i'ht> Blumenfeld lect.ure :"" be:; attended by approx imately 275 to 300 persor.~B t<:-ho 
appeared eo be affili a teD ~.i.th n. Christian chUl."ch gro'lp or reluted ol.-gllnization. 
All adult age groups were eviden t witll t he oldey gener8tio~ clearly in cha r ge . The 
meeti~'8 opene d with F1 prayer and recitation of the pledge of allegiance to the 
flag. During the informal !led.ods of the meeti.ng , teac hers ar:d former teacher.a 
identifi'2d thcmoebes to each other. It WllB not clear if these teacherr; '<,ere 
pr.ivate O)~ public school teachers, but it WBS clear that oympathies were predomi-­
nantly wi.th th~, I;,~ivflte school movenC'.l1t. 

The introduction of the cpeaker vas made by David Crpnston, Chairmen of the Western 
Pennsylvania COi:tl'llittee for Excellence Ln Educ(ltion. il1arja1"i(~ Prov6D was al s o 
introduced as a former tea cher ~Yho is a "fighter fot' the Cl-1Uee't LD the Pittsbu r gh 
ar.eEl. Mr. Cr:Jnotcn's eimple remedy for "Excelleece in Educ c. tiontt is to ", , .close 
do\>m public education and repl.'lce it with all the other varieties of private educa­
tion fJ.O thp. Christian parent'r, option to the public flchoolG." 

With the Cranston introduction as opene rs, Blume~feld proceeded with his hi~torical 
e 	 account of the failure of public education and the socialist conspiracy, as maDter­

minded by ProgretJoive Educationaliuts, NEA, and College Professors t o gua::'llntee 
that the public achoolc would produce nothing more than functional illiterates. 
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I went into this lecture with sOllie basic knowledge of Mr. Blumenfeld's background 
Bnd hi::; vie\.'s regarding public education llnd NEA. I have enclosed for your in for­
mstion some background as listed below: 

1. 	 Why The Schools Went Public - An article by Blumenfeld that 
appeared in the August 1983 issue of the Conservstive Digest which 
devoted its cover Hnd numerous articles to attack public education. 

2. 	 NEA - Trojan Horse In A~erican EduC8tion - A review of Blumenfeld's 
book. 

3. 	 Sm-.;uel Blumenfeld - An NEA background information sheet. 

4. 	 The Pnrsdi~ Co..;:_ - Publishers of liNEA: Trojan Horse in American 
Education" (Note suggested grade sheet for the public school 
Bya tem) • 

One should not undere8timate the skillful organization that uent into this lecture 
(one of a series) sponsored Hnd attended by predominantly Christian education 
organizlltions, the John Birch Society, 8nd their following. Displays of printed 
materials, visual aids, films, and tapes were available (for a price) throughout 
the meeting room. Kits of literature were sold for $3.00 £ol1o,«ing 
Mr. Blumenfeld's lecture so that individuals might carry the speaker' B message on 
~ublic schools to others for action. 

Mr. Blumenfeld travels extensively promoting and speaking ahout his booL His 
aidec work closely with the local John Birch Society chapters and Christian private 
Gchool gr-oups to a.ssemble his audiences. Interviews on local radio/TV etations 
often precede the lecture. 

During the lecture, I took down quotes from Blumenfeld I I; comments about NEil. which 
vary from apeech-to-speech. I also purchased ($5.00) B cassette tape of 
Blumenfeld's speech from his promoters after the lecture. The only var.iations l.n 
the lecture taped and the one I heard Ilre in the references to MEA thnt seem to 
reflect current events. 

The bnsic 'InessBge in Blumenfeld's lecture i8 · sU!lllllarized in the attache.d "Exclusive 
Interview" by JOh'l Rees fo!" the Reviel.ol of the News, Janus!:·y 2, 1985. This publics·' 
tieD was Bold after the lecture and ~;si;~iiable at the John Bi"!"d: Society 
diKplay. Three other publications I obtained at the lecture in Monroeville identi ­
fy two other Pittsburgh area organizations which Hponscred the Blumenfeld lec ture, 
which obviously is considered e fundraiger activity for their causes ($3.00 admis­
sion plUG bookG and pamphlet aales). 

My notes on Blumenfe.ld quotee are a8 follows: 

• "NEA i5 really a political organization with its main 
thruat--political goals••• education i5 its pretex:t. NEA wants 
to change our society." 

• "Helen WiDe (former NEA President) said teach~rs individually l!.nd 
collectively can change the direction of government.") 
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liNEA should be considered the U.S. third political party..• it 
(NEA) is far better organized thc:n the Democrats and Republicans." 

"NEA has a grassroots army of political activists called UniServ 
vhich moveS around the country organizing teachers for political 
actions." 

liNEA teachers were the largest single delegate group at the 
National Democratic Convention." 

liNEA has developed strategies against us (Combatting the New 
Right), and I have a copy of their (NEA) latest training 
materials." (Speaker held NEA papers high so all could see, then 
quoted selected items from NEA's "alleged hit list" of New Right 
organizations.) 

National Association of Concerned Educators 
Tax reform groups 
Western goals 
Amvay Corporation 
Concerned parent groups 

NOTE: Blumenfeld cleverly selected organizations from the NEA li~t 
which he knew would offend his audience, \.~hich responded l.ll kind 
and · on cue. 

• liNEA wanta unlimited taxes." 

"Socialists cannot hope to gain control except via one of the 
existing political parties. NEA is the party that has the 
philosophy of Secular Humanism which holds there are no un~lienablc 
rights. l..e., if you-"~ron't believe 1n God, then you cannot 
believe in unalienable rights--only those rights granted by the 
State ... 

• tiNEA I s political agenda loS identical to the radical left••• 8nd 
the Comrnuniots love it•• NEA hB.s no anti-Russian resolutions." 

,'. tIThe president elect of the TEA (Texas or Tennessee: ASBociation) 
ina TV debate had to admit to me he WIlS sending his son to · a 
private schooL" (Audience applauded loudly.) 

Mr. Blumenfeld attributed the incredible increase in teenage Euicides (FebruaI~ 6, 
1985 Education Week article re Texas high school senior suicide) to teachers in the 
public schools who don't . teach the meaning of life••• i.e., "to glorify God." 

• "NEA wants to lower the compulsory . public school age to three 
years. • • they want to get the kids earlier before they get too 
many religious values by age six." 

The ape&lcer also developed 8. ridiculous charge that the ~hosen method of teaching 
children to read in our public schools (look-say) has created dyslexic children. 

/. .. 
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"The progressive cducRtors had to lower the literary level of children 
(dumbing down curriculum) so they had to change the way children learn 
to read by teaching English as though each letter was a picture without 
meaning••• the look-say method using Dick-Jane readers." 

III n 1955 , Rlldol ph FIe fl h in his book Why Johnny Can't Read blew the 
whistle on the look-say teaching methods .•• phonics works better for 
teaching reading." 

IIprofessors then formed the International Reading Association to fight 
Flesh's book. II 

"In 1960, the AFI-CIO drive for white collar workers focused on 
teachers." 

"By the mid-'70s, NEA VllS a major political force and elected Jimmy 
Carter a3 President. • • who in turn gave the NEA its Federal Department 
of EduCB tion as the payoff. II 

IIThrough collective bargaining, the public eervant becomes the public's 
master." 

Among his many far-fetched examples of . what, why, and how teachers teach were the 
examples of the alleged Death Education curriculum movement: 

"In 1977, a 8uburbBn Boston school gave a Death Education course to 5th 
graders which featured field trips to a lOCDl cemetery to VLs~t 
greveo••• teachers tloke' students to ",rite out plB.ns for their o'wn 
funeral. • • one parent said children on 8 field trip visited a 
mortuary. II 

"In It junior high school in Shakopee, Minnesota, a · suicide quiz vas 
given to students. • • asking stude~ts to choose methods of suicide from 
a multiple cholce." 

Blumenfeld paused and Bnked his audience••• "What would you think of a person '\o1ho 
would give your child such instruction and quiz"? And, he explained, these morbid, 
flick activities are going 0'\1 in your p'ublic schools by the direction of the secular 
hU!l1anistfl, tfEA nnd State Educ~tion Departments which develop the materials. 

Blumenfeld's summation included claims that public schools also: 

• "Promote 8atanic cults." 

'. "Allow AC-DC rock .music to be played, but. not religious songs." 

• "Have caused the black youth situation." 

• "They are grooming the blacks for the killing violence necessary to 
any r.evolution••• 80 now you see why Goetz shot the hOlllocidal 
manlliCO in the New York City subway." 

/.. 
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The speaker's parting message and call for action was: 

"Public schools are moral cesspools and you are paying for it.•. and 
the NEA Secular Humonists (Atheists) are getting away with it, but could 
not for five minutes if you Christians would withdraw your support 
(money) and children from the public schools•.• your children are at 
risk academically, spiritually, and intellectually while they remain in 
the public schools." 

Thia first-hand account of one of Mr. Blumenfeld's "performances" is for your 
information as background when discussing his views with our members. Remember, 
teachers are getting invitations to attend meetings to hear Mr. Blumenfeld or those 
who ahare his views on NEA/public education. 

The groups which sponsor the Blumenfeld lectures are local citizens gathered 
together by common interests. Local teachers knOt... and respect many of these people 
and ruay share some of their beliefs. However, my professional opinion is that most 
teachers would be offended by Blumenfeld's "performance" and would no doubt tell 
him so. Uy purpose in attending the lecture in Monroeville was to gather the 
information which I now share with you. Had I lost sight of my goal during the 
Blumenfeld "performance," he and I might not have left the meeting quite the same 
as when we entered. 

Keep in mind Blumenfe ld and hig agents adapt their mater.ial to the group before 
them very skillfully. The tape in my office of a previous Blumenfeld lecture ~Jas, 
as he indicutes in his opening remarks, at 3 meeting of the John Birch Society. I 
am not certain, but I at least felt I was ~t a Birch Society meeting in Monroeville 
on July 16, 1985. 

Plesse call me to discuss any further interest 1.n this Clearinghouse for Academic 
Freedom (CHAF) report or any use or sharing of its contents you might be consider­
ing with our membership. 

JRC/sf
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